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WSURA is honored to include a memorial to Dr. Harley Flack, WSU's fourth president,
who died on March 29, 1998

Coming Events

The Dutch Treat Luncheons will be
discontinued for the
summer. The new schedule will be posted in the
next newsletter.

Faculty/Staff and Retiree Picnic
June 17th

Annual Meeting
June 17th

The Extension
The Extens_ion is published quarterly for WSU retirees by the
Wright State University Retirees Association (WSURA).
Cut off dates for articles:
Nov. 1 - Winter Quarter
Feb. 1 - Spring Quarter
May I - Summer Quarter
Aug. 1- Fall Quarter
Longer articles should be submitted two weeks earlier.
Send articles to editor, The Extension, 151 Allyn Hall, Wright
State University, Dayton, OH
45435.
For additional information call
937n75- 2777.

WSURA E-mail address
wsura@desire.wright.edu

Guest Editor for Summer
Edition: Elizabeth Harden
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WSURA officers and board members, with WSU's first four university presidents, at the Founder's
Day Reception on September 30, 1997. From left to right: Gary Barlow, Shirley Monnin, Lew
Shupe, former university presidents Brage Golding, Robert Kegerreis, Paige Mulhollan, and
Harley Flack, Elizabeth Harden, and Lois Cook.

Dr. Harley E. Flack (1943-1998): A Poetic Tribute
And when you hear a song I used to sing,
Or see a bird I loved-let not the thought
Of me be sad, for I am loving you
Just as I always have ... You were so good
To me ...So many, many things I wanted still
To do ... So many, many things to say to you .
Remember that I did not fear ... It was
Just leaving you I could not bear to face ...
We cannot see Beyond ... But this I know;
I loved you so--'twas heaven here with you!
- Isla Pascluil Richardso~ "To Those I Love"

Because I could not stop for Death
He kindly stopped for me;
The carriage held but just ourselves
And Immortality.
- Dickinson, "The Chariot"
For though from out our bourne of Tune and Place
The flood may bear me far,
I hope to see my Pilot face to face
When I have crossed the bar.
- Tennyson, "Crossing the Bar"
He is a portion of the loveliness
Which once he made more lovely.
- Shelley, "Adonais"

Do not go gentle into that good night.
Rage, rage against th~ dying of the light.
- Dylan Thomas, "Do Not Go
Gentle Into That Good Night"
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One short sleep past, we wake eternally,
And Death shall be no more: Death, thou shalt die.
- Donne, "Death, Be not Proud"
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News From the President
Lew Shupe
This is my final letter to you as president
of WSURA. It has been a pleasure, during the past two years, to serve as your
president. They have been eventful years
for WSURA, and as the months and years
go by, our organization continues to be a
respected voice in the campus community. I have had the good fortune to work
with an outstanding executive board, and
the support of both the board and the
university administration has been gratifying. With these support systems, we are
bound to grow and continue to be a prod uc ti ve unit on campus and in the
community.
WSURA has taken advantage of numerous opportunities that have helped us
to be heard, as well as facilitating our
day-to-day operations. We have joined
the technical communication era by establishing our own web page. With the
capable assistance of Becky and Tom
Keller WSURA Home Page is now on
the university network. One can now
reach us at www.wright.edu. where we
can be accessed under organizations and
then by typing in WSURA.
The WSURA endowed scholarship
has been established. We are on our way
to reaching the $10,000 goal which is a
requirement for an endowed scholarship.
As tlie annual university scholarship
drive begins on May 14, I would encourage each of you to support this drive by
specifying: The WSURA Endowed
Scholarship Fund.
The WSURA-sponsored Elderhostel
program is now underway (as I write
this), and I am indebted to Alice Swinger
who spearheaded the planning for this
"first time event" for Wright State University. Participants are staying at the
Bergamo Center and registration is being handled by the university Office of
Conferences and Events. Our registration
appears strong for a first-time event and
we are anticipating a successful program.
I
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Undoubtedly, we will be working toward
other Elderhostel programs in the years
to come; as you know, our next two are
scheduled for this coming September and
we already have registrations for them.
Our WSURA PHD (planning happy,
healthful, hopeful days) Program occurred on April 2, from 2-4 p.m. in the
Upper Hearth Lounge of the Stu dent
Union Building. We welcomed prospective retirees by sharing ideas relative to
"life beyond full-time employment."
Various information tables were organized for a variety of activities that
WSURA is involved in, such as gardening, the arts, day and overnight trips,
longer excursions, gourmet dining, recreation activities, health and wellness,
financial planning, and many other topics. A highlight was the piano virtuosity
of Tom Whissen and the spontaneous
sing-along. What we have discovered is
that we still have a lot to learn.
On May 6 fourteen members ofWSURA attended the first scheduled meeting
in Columbus of OCHER (the Ohio Council of Higher Education Retirees). Wright
State is an active member of OCHER and
it was beneficial to meet with retirees
from other state universities in Ohio to
share ideas and to plan for future benefits for our members. We traveled by van
driven by Rich Johnson. Riding in a university van as a group is a good way to
catch-up on all the news.
The updated brochure of university
benefits for retirees is being printed and
will be available at the annual membership meeting. Special thanks to Liz
Harden for overseeing this task, with
assistance from John Ferrara. You will
be pleased with some of the additional
benefits that are being offered.
WSURA was exceptionally active in
planning and organizing many of the
events at the 30th Anniversary celebration of Wright State University. We
hosted a reception for the past presidents,
and were in charge of organizing an hisWright State University

torical photographic exhibit in the Student Union art gallery.
We have "adopted" two library journals, one for the Fordham Library and
the other for the Paul Laurence Dunbar
Library. Our WSURA board voted to pay
for two journals (a three year subscription) following the plan proposed by the
Friends of the Library comniittee to help
offset the rising library journal subscription costs.
WSURA is well-represented across
campus by having representation on
various university committees (Friends
of the Library, Stage Wright Friends, the
University Artist Series, and the Athletic
Council), as well as working in various
ways with the Student Union, the
Alumni Association, and the WSU Office of University Advancement.
I must give sincere thanks to the
WSURA Board members, and good
friends, who have supported 1?e during the
past two years: Shirley Monnin, Oris
Amos, Rosie Sheets, Mary Rutkowski,
Leone Low, Alice Swinger, John
Ferrara, Tom Keller, Lou Fallmer, Ron
Oldiges, Mary Stonecash, Nick Davis,
Elizabeth Harden, Jim Hughes, Ken
Knight, Evelyri Beaty, Gary Barlow,
Lois Cook ... and to Rich Johnson and
Becky Sommer for their co_ntinued
guidance. My job was made easier due
to the professionalism of our student
secretary, Amy Maier, and I thank her
for her friendship and special skills in
helping to organize our office. Finally,
to Dr. Jack Fistler, former Vice President for University Advancement and
our own university liaison person, I appreciate his guidance, friendship and
support for helping to make WSURA as
visible and viable as it is today.
Thanks for your support and friendship in helping to make WSURA strong
and healthy. Please join us at the annual
meeting of the membership following
the picnic in June. Maintain your sense
of humor and remember... the best is yet
to come.

Dayton, Ohio 45435
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Skating to Byzantium*
Elizabeth Harden
"Is there anyone here who has never been
on the ice?" the instructor asked. She
looked like a model out of Sports Illustrated, and my classmates were all
18-21 -year-olds . I timidly raised my
hand. It was April 1, and as the instructor
signed my closed class permit, she inquired, "Is this an April Fool joke?"
Surely she was only half serious. "No,
I'm afraid it's for real," I said softly. Truth
is I had never tried on a pair of ice skates,
and the only ice I had known was helping push the family car off of an
ice-covered driveway back on the farm.
in Kentucky. No, I never roller-skated
(you can'troller skate on farm cow paths,
and the nearest rink was 120 miles away).
I wanted to take the class this spring
because figure skating has always epitomized for me the poise and grace and
beauty and grandeur of the human body's
capabilities. It is the sine qua non of elegance, a unique combination of
athleticism and artistry, of the physical
and creative. What you don't know until
you've tried it is that it is a very demanding and exacting art form, and most
people on ice arena floors already know
how to skate.
The first day of class, I stepped out on
the ice. I clung feverishly to the wall, my
knuckles turning blue, my feet dangling
helplessly like two ropes on a mast. My
stomach knotted, my legs stiffened, and
I felt weak and unnecessary. For thirty
years, I had taught students the age of my
classmates and instructor, and as time
went on, I would discover their up-beat
attitudes, their encouragement, their acceptance of a person their grandmother's
age trying to learn to skate. For a moment, I longed to be back in the classroom
again, encouraging and helping those
who were less able than their classmates.
The instructor began with the basicsth e inside and outside edge of the
skateblade, falling down and getting up,
WSURA Office
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gliding on two feet, doing fishies (vshaped movements of the feet), the
snowplow stop, backward wiggles . . .
The instructor told me just to take little
baby steps and try to learn balance. Not
to rush movements. Not to worry about
other people. Not to leave the wall until I
felt comfortable. I charted out about 500
feet of space near the wall and stayed
there for several days. At last, I made it
completely around the arena. And then
one day I ventured out.
Come on, Elizabeth. Get away from
the wall. Go for it. I went. Just pairs of
little baby steps, not completely picking
up both feet yet. Not gliding, really; not
propelling correctly. But I just klutzed
along the best I could. And suddenly there
was this lovely applause from the other
end of the arena. The class had rewarded
me for my minuscule achievement.
Every skating day is a new learning
experience. Some days, it takes every
ounce of courage I ('a.n suromon just to
get in the car and drive to the rink. I'm a
novice trying to learn a new skill, and I'm
being judged by people-always people
around me-who are better than I am. Oh,
Elvis, please come back! Please! And rent
out the arena for me three times a week
so I can stumble, fall, or just klutz without being judged. It has never occurred
to me that I can't skate. Age is irrelevant.
During the 27 years I have worked out at
a health spa, I've developed decent
muscles and bones and tendons. I don't
fear falling, but I have taken a few
tumbles. One day, I got down and
couldn't get up. Cross-legged and immovable on a solid sheet of ice, I was
negotiating with the ice when someone
came and lifted me out of my predicament.
I don't aspire to be a Tara or Michelle
or Oksana, or Kristi. Maybe Sonja Renie,
the three-time Olympic gold medalist
from Norway. Not really. Not pro at alljust recreational skating. It's now been
•
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about a month, and I'm learning to glide
more easily. To catch on a bit more. To
feel a bit more self-confident. To comprehend the incredible amount of practice
needed even for the basics. To accept the
challenge of participating in one of the
world's most beautiful and demanding
sports.

* "Byzantium"

(in Yeats' "Sailing to
Byzantium") is the ancient city which
symbolizes for him the triumph of intellect and spirit over the life of the body.
Thus, a symbolic attainment of the ideal.

Budget Report
Tom Keller, Treasurer
As of the end of March, 1998 the account
balance in our General Fund rotary was
$1,289.02. Expenses for the month totaled
$470.26 and included $401.20 for student
wages, $26.35forsupplies, $42.71 fortelephones.
As cf the end of the mor..t.li the account
balance in our agency account was $152.68.
We had no membership fee income. Expenses totaled $215. 07 and included
$50.15 for duplicating, $23.95 for copying, $38.87 for UMS Prod. Services, and
$102.10 for postage. We also have a
$3,000 CD at National City which will
mature in late June.
Our total balance of all funds is $4,441. 70.
As of the end of the month we had 144
paid memberships, including 119 life
members.

Suggestions for Future
Events
Lois Cook
Do you have suggestions for future events
in which you would like to participate in
1998? At The Ohio State University the
retirees travel to places like the Columbus zoo, the College of Wooster Ohio
Light Opera, and the Taft museum in Cincinnati. Would you like to participate in
a Gourmet Group? Let us know what you
would like to help organize.

Dayton, Ohio 45435
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PHO Springfest Celebrates Retirement
Elizabeth Harden
Some eighty WSURA members and soon-to-be retirees attended the PHD
(Planning Happy Days) Springfest in the Upper Hearth Lounge on March
1. The information exchange stations, staffed by WSURA members, included recipe exchange, dining, traveling (including a vast array of
experiences and destinations), gardening, physical health, sports, theArts,
and computing.
Dr. Alice Swinger, who conceptualized and organized the program,
conducted an informal question and answer seminar on the expectations
and realities of retirement. (1) What has been your long-range vision of
retirement? Sleep in; old people; obligation through choice; do what I
want; freedom; out of jail; enjoying hobbies; more time with spouse; traveling; meeting friends. (2) What is your view of retirement as the event
approaches? Anticipation; opportunity; new beginning; eager for it; thinking of it joyfully as a new life. (3) What are the grim realities of
retirement? Loss of friends; health problems; takes good planning and
attitudes; getting older; miss zest; less in common with others. (4) What
are you going to need/want in your retirement? Fun and freedom; a
million dollars; friends; social life; good health; someone to care for me.
Each attendee was asked to complete and return a PHD Directory InVisiting at the PHD Springfest are from left to right
formation Form (indicating personal interests and preferences) so that
Alice Swinger, Chris Price, and Lew Shupe.
WSURA members and members of the WSU Wellness and Recreation
Committee can explore possibilities of socializing, nurturing, and supporting one another. Getting started involves creating a
survey, identifying interested individuals and their concerns, and printing a directory.
The underlying focus of the PHD Program is to create opportunities for communication, for sharing with and for helping
others. As Dr. Swinger has noted, "At any given time individuals approaching retirement wonder how they will manage it. Is it
dreadful? Is it fun? Will I have enough money? What will I do? With whom will I do it ... What power do I have to make
change in my social environment: Who will take dance lessons, play bridge, climb Everest with me? WSURA MPMMP
(members and prospective members, mates and partners) can help each other."
The festive occasion included a spirited sing-a-long (with rich Barbershop and Sweet Adeline harmonies), accompanied by
Dr. Thomas Whissen at the piano. And there was a bake-off sale (who won is still a secret). Best of all, the mingling of past
and present and old and new evoked fond memories, smiles and laughter, hugs, and a few tears of happiness.
Plans for continuing development of the PHD program will be announced in the near future.

OCHER Update
Mary Stonecash
The quarterly meeting of OCHER (Ohio Council of Higher Education Retirees) was held March 17, 1998 at the Fawcett
Alumni Center of Ohio State University.
Discussion centered on plans for the first annual Conference of University Retirees, to be held at the Fawcett Center on May
6th. The theme is "Retirees Helping Retirees." Featured speaker will be STRS Board Member Robert Shreve. Following
lunch in the Faculty Dining Room, members will be bussed to the newly-renovated Statehouse for meetings with local legislators and a tour of the Capital.
A decision was approved to limit the conference to OCHER member boards, with an aim of expanding it in later years to all
interested retirees.
Reports from the Legislative Committee reviewed a recent proposal on the future of Social Security. Senator Pat Monihan's
proposal for mandatory participation was discussed and it was suggested that interested persons contact Jim Miller (STRS) or
Herb Dyer (PERS) for updates that may affect Ohio retirees. It was also suggested that members contact AARP, which
currently favors such mandatory participation.
Mary Stonecash was nominated for the office of Vice-President for the coming year.
WSURA Office
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Announcements:

Travel

WSURA Election Results

Service and Study Tours

Fifty-three ballots were returned in the annual
election. Marlene Bireley is President-Elect.
Gary Barlow, Elizabeth Harden, and the team
of Lou Falkner/Ron Oldiges were elected to
two-year terms on the WSURA Executive
Board.
Shirley Monnin is the WSURA President,
and Lew Shupe will remain on the Executive
Board as Immediate Past President. Continuing officers are Rosie Sheets, Secretary, Tom
Keller, Treasurer, and Leone Low, Communications Coordinator. Ken Knight, Evelyn
Beaty, Nick Davis, and Mary Stonecash will
continue their terms on the Executive Board.
Mary Stonecash and Nick Davis are WSURA's
representatives to OCHER (Ohio Council of
Higher Education Retirees).
Please contact any of the above if you are
interested in being more involved in WSURA
activities.

Marlene Bireley
I. Elderhostel Service Projects
If you want to get more out of a trip to a new locale than the usual tourist sites
and sights, consider a service or study tour. Elderhostel may be the largest of
the study groups; their service projects provide a variety of opportunities to
get off the beaten path, help others, and become intimately involved with the
people or wildlife of a given region. All this and your program fees and some
portion of your travel fees may be tax deductible because of your volunteer
work.
Current projects come under such diverse headings as archaeology, environmental research, historic preservation, community development, natural
resource/conservation, and tutoring. Sites are all over the U.S. and more remote locales such as the Amazon River, Belize, Midway Island, China,
Indonesia, and Poland. The service catalogue describing the details of the project
is available by requesting it through the Elderhostel number (617) 426-8056.
Other catalogues include the ones for study programs in the U.S., Canada, and
the International Catalogue.
II. Saga Holidays Road Scholar Programs and Smithsonian Odyssey
Tours
Saga, the largest British tourist company, has a number of tours which include seeing popular and more obscure locations while accompanied by guides
and lecturers. The possibilities include several European excursions, many
studying and visiting the European artistic centers; visits to the Chelsea flower
show in Britain; and excursions to Peru, Bolivia, and Costa Rica, among others. Information is available through Saga International Holidays, Ltd., P.O.
Box 6100, Holliston, MA 01746-9888 or by calling 1-800-621-2151.
Saga Holidays also provides tours for members of the Smithsonian through
their Odyssey program. Like the Road Scholar tours, a study leader and tour
guide are provided and the program is balanced between guided excursions
and free time -for exploration. Single travelers are welcome. Selected current
tours include Iceland, Ireland, U.S. National Parks, China, Thailand, Russia,
and Greece, among many others. Information is available through Smithsonian
Odyssey Tours, 222 Berkeley St., Boston, MA, 02116 or by calling 1-800258-5885.
ill. Tours through local organizations
Many local organizations provide day and extended tours designed to serve
their own populations. For example, the Dayton Art Institute sponsored a trip
to the Cleveland Museum of Art in March and has trips planned for members
to both Italy and Washington, DC in the upcoming months. Membership publications include information about these opportunities as well as classes and
family activities at the museum itself. Call (937) 223-5277 or visit the museum for information.

Computer Literacy Seminar For
Retirees
Acquire hands-on experience in the use of the
computer. Develop proficiency in the use of:
Won:l (word processor)
Windows 95
Internet
Web Page
Excel (spreadsheet)
e-mail
PowerPoint (presentation graphs)

When: Tues. & Thur. July 14-Aug. 13, 1998
( 10 sessions)
Times: 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Where: 005 Library Annex, Wright State
Campus
Cost: $90, includes excellent instructors, books
and parking permit
To Register:
Call:
937/775-1100 or
By Mail:
Wright State University
140 E. Monument Ave.
Dayton, OH 45402
Make Checks payable to: Wright State University.
Credit cards accepted: MasterCard, VISA, &
Discover
WSURA Office
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Deceased Retirees:
Carlotta Ames, Bolinga Cultural Resources Center.
Retirees Since Last Newsletter:
There were no retirees reported for this newsletter.

Wright State University

Dayton, Ohio 45435
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WSURA MEMBERSHIP FORM:

D New

D Renewal

Name: ..................................................................................................................................................... Date of Birth : ................................. ..
Spouse's Name: ..................................................................................................................................... Date of Birth: ... ... ..... ....................... .
Primary Address: .................................................................................................................................... Phone: ........................................... .
City: ............................................................................................................ State: ................................. ZIP : ................................................ .
Wright State Department at Reti rement: ................................................................................................ Year of Retirement: ........................ .
Spouse's Department at Retirement: ..................................................................................................... Year of Retirement: ....................... ..
E Mail Address: ................................................................................................................................................................................................ .

LIFE MEMBERSHIP:
0 $99.00 (under 60 years of age)
J

$74.00 (60 - 64)

0 $44.00 (65 - 69)
0 $16.00 (70 & ABOVE)

ANNUAL DUES:
0 $ 8.00

~ Pleaseclipandmailwithyou rcheck._

NOTE: If you and your spouse are both retirees from WSU use
the age of the younger spouse for determining the Lifetime fee.
If you have paid the current annual fee and would like to
become a Life Member, subtract the annual fee and remit
the difference.

_________________________ _

Please fill in the information requested above and send it with your dues* (please do not send cash) to:
WSURA, Attn: Treasurer, 151 Allyn Hall, Wright State University, Dayton, OH 45435

Wright State
University
Retirees Association
3640 Colonel Glenn Hwy.
Dayton, Ohio 45435-0001

